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Natalie Nohr
Contributor

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 marks the 10th
year since Taylor’s community lost
five of its members: Laura Van Ryn,
Brad Larson, Betsy Smith, Laurel Erb
and Monica Felver.
“There were two phases in our
lives, the phase before April 26 and
the phase after,” Director of Media Relations Jim Garringer said.
According to Garringer, on the
day of the accident, a team of dining service students and staff traveled to the Fort Wayne campus to set
up for President Eugene Habecker’s
inauguration, set to take place the
next day in Fort Wayne, and then on
Friday in Upland.
The team finished in Fort Wayne
and began the drive back to Upland
after getting pizza. As their van
reached the 66-mile marker, a northbound truck driver crossed the median of the highway and struck the
Taylor van. Five passengers were
killed. Four Dining Services employees survived, but were severely injured: Whitney Wheeler (Cerak
’07), Vickie Rhodes, Michelle Miller
and Connie Magers.
Garringer said it was later discovered that the truck driver, Robert
Spencer, had fallen asleep.
Back on Upland’s campus, President Habecker was working on his
inaugural address when he received
a phone call that, Marylou Habecker said, made his face turn white.
President Habecker was told that an
automobile accident had occurred

involving Taylor students.
“Then we heard that there was
one student fatality, and then there
was another one. It just kept getting
(worse),” President Habecker said.
Marylou said they immediately prayed.
At that point, the names of those
involved in the accident were still unknown, and parents and families had
not been notified, according to President Habecker.
As the night wore on, students,
faculty and staff gathered in Rediger
Chapel to pray and wait together for
more news.
When the names of those who died
were read, Marylou said the room was
filled with wailing and weeping.
“You could not make sense out of it.
It just did not make sense,” President
Habecker said.
President Habecker said that
they received strength from the
Lord throughout this time, through
each hour.
He said he often prayed Exodus 4:12,“Now go; I will help you
speak and will teach you what to
say,” particularly as he reworked
his inauguration speech in light of
the accident.
The administration made the decision to move forward with the
approaching inauguration, as preparations had already been made and
guests were arriving, according to
President Habecker. Visiting family
and friends encouraged him and Marylou as they carried on.
Meanwhile, Wheeler, who was
in critical condition, had been

misidentified as Van Ryn at the
scene of the accident. Garringer
said Van Ryn’s wallet was close to
Wheeler in the wreckage, and that it
was assumed that the blonde woman was Van Ryn.
Five weeks later, it was discovered
that the woman who survived was not
Van Ryn—it was Wheeler. After a series of confusing occurrences about
the woman’s identity, Garringer said
she was asked to write her name. She
wrote “Whitney.”
“Five weeks later (after the accident) . . . on May 31 we got the call very
early in the morning . . . that Whitney Cerak (Wheeler) had not actually died. She had survived . . . and it
wound up gaining worldwide attention,” Garringer said.
Wheeler said recovery was challenging and painful.
“It was exhausting work all day.
Just learning, re-learning simple
tasks. . . . Recovery was really tough,”
Wheeler said.
According to Wheeler, Taylor accommodated her throughout the
recovery process; she received assistance and guidance from Scott Gaier
in the Academic Enrichment Center
and was able to graduate on time.
The Cerak and Van Ryn families
eventually worked together to write
and publish a book on the misidentification, “Mistaken Identity.”
Families of those involved in the
accident will gather for a private
dinner on Sunday, according to
Campus Pastor Jon Cavanagh. Some
of the families will speak during
Monday’s chapel service, along

Taylor student, want a mentor

BUT DON’T KNOW WHERE TO START?
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with President Habecker and Skip
Trudeau, vice president for student
development. The annual Service of
Remembrance and Hope is Tuesday
at 4:30 p.m. in the Memorial Prayer
Chapel, and on Wednesday, Wheeler will speak in chapel.
Cavanagh said he hopes that the
services will open conversation
among students on both the accident
and how they can serve one another
in times of grief.
“When you lose something or endure a tragedy, I think you become
very aware of the risks . . . of what’s
at stake every day,” Cavanagh said.
According to Marylou, the experience of tragedy is a language that
only those who have felt its pain can
speak. The Lord allows tragedy, but
those who endure it are then able to
encourage and hold others up as they
grieve their own loss.
“We don’t want this story to simply
become a distant memory; it’s too important to forget,” President Habecker said.
Several years after the accident, the
Memorial Prayer Chapel was built to
honor the people who died that day.
President Habecker hopes students
will visit the prayer chapel often, not
only to pray, but also to come to know
the stories and dreams of those who
died ten years ago.
“We have a place of worship dedicated to the people who died in the
accident, and it has a way of uniting
us and centering us on what’s important . . . love for God and love for each
other,” freshman Nate Dehmlow said.
echo@taylor.edu
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“Capture the flag is a game that requires
unconventional, creative and strategic thinking. It
is this kind of battle of wits that draws many to the
field of cybersecurity.”
Capture the flag with a twist
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United Methodist Church building
Church receives
roomy donation

Katherine Yeager
Contributor

There is a concrete wall covered
in names, in stories and in prayers.
It sits, silent and resolute inside an
empty factory off South Main Street
in Upland. Scriptures written by
90-year-olds and pictures drawn by
3-year-olds plaster the structure, a
symbol of celebration and anticipation for the new warehouse home of
Upland Methodist Church (UMC).
The former Pierce-Governor factory sprawls behind chain links.
The factory closed its doors in 2011,
leaving the building vacant. Vehicle
parts formerly used to measure speed,
known as governors, became obsolete
with advanced technology.
UMC overflowed from its current
building in 2010, and began the search

for a new home. The sanctuary, according to Pierce Project Manager
Tammara Neel, is built to hold 175, but
packs in 300 to 450 churchgoers each
week. The church shows its age and
lacks handicap accessible facilities.
On Sundays, those in the sanctuary
can hear the children’s worship service in the basement. “The children’s
ministry is downstairs,” Neel said. “As
soon as prayer starts upstairs, the
kids are downstairs jumping up and
down shouting ‘hosanna.’ We all kind
of giggle, but it’s a reality.”
Pastor Rob Neel and members of
church leadership began to talk of recycling an existing building began in 2010
as rumors of the closure of Pierce-Governor surfaced. In 2011, when the factory closed, members of the church began
to pray. In 2012, Tammara Neel decided
to approach the factory’s Chief Executive Officer, Leland E. Boren, to pitch
the idea of purchasing the building for
the church’s new location.

Neel’s eyes begin to tear. She said,
“He sat there very quietly and said, ‘I
have a different idea. Why don’t I give
you the factory.’”
The process of transformation from
warehouse to church began with
years of research and paperwork.
Boren worked alongside UMC through
the transition. A multiple-year environmental study was performed, and
the facility passed with a clean bill of
health from the state of Indiana.
UMC then approached the United
Methodist Church governing body.
After passing through a system of
checks and balances, the church
plans were approved.
The new facility is more than
enough space to house the congregation. The additional space is sparking
ideas for outreach. The possibilities,
according to Neel, are endless. Ideas
include a daycare, blackbox theater,
art studios, laser tag, paintball, rock
walls, retail space, an auto shop, a

wedding venue and even a location
for Taylor pick-a-dates.
“The goal is to share the love of Jesus in a tangible way,” Neel said.
Initially, the church will move into
a manageable and affordable space
within the new facility.
“We immediately are a quarter of
a million dollars ahead because we
don’t have to move any dirt,” Neel
said. “It’s going to free us up to do
ministry.” With the facilities already
constructed, the church will spend no
money on building.
The church has completed its financial campaign and is in the process of
raising funds and applying for grants
to transform the interior of the factory into a sanctuary and space for community outreach. The project is not
fully funded and the church has decided not to take out a mortgage. According to Neel, whatever funds come in
are what the church will use to build.
An architect has drawn up

blueprints, and Neel is applying for
building permits from the state of Indiana. Negotiations create a back-andforth process as plans are tweaked.
Construction is set to begin sooner
rather than later, according to Neel.
The space is already evolving. The
first wedding in the factory is scheduled for July. Taylor students and community members are encouraged to
get involved in a hands-on way, from
scrubbing floors to landscaping.
The church is unsure of its plans for
the old building. However, according
to Neel, leaving the building vacant is
not an option.
The denomination will give the
church options regarding next steps
for the old building. “We don’t want
to abandon the building,” said Neel.
Neel said UMC is humbled by Boren’s
gift. The church looks forward to continued outreach, made possible by
Boren’s generosity, in the years to come.
echo@taylor.edu
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Leland E. Boren, chief operating officer for the Pierce-Governor factory, donated the building to the Upland United Methodist Church. The church hopes to move its services to the new space soon.

Capture the flag with a twist
CSE majors participate
in online capture the
flag competition
Brecken Mumford
Contributor

Last Saturday, four Taylor teams
competed remotely against other
universities in a cybersecurity capture the flag competition hosted
by Buena Vista University (BVU) in
Storm Lake, Iowa.
The four Taylor teams met in Euler 218/219 from 10:45 a.m. to 9 p.m.
the next day to commence the competition. They joined the other eight
teams from across the United States
via Google Hangouts to chat.
At the start of the competition, all
teams received access to the same
five servers in Iowa. Each server represents a different purpose, utilizes

different coding and has a concealed
“flag” within it. Sophomores Amy
Lundquist and Jonathan Ruggiero explained that the flag is a unique string
of code hidden within the coding of
the server itself.
The teams spent the morning scanning the servers for weaknesses in
their own servers in order to both attack their opponents’ servers as well
as learn how to better protect their
own—key tools for cybersecurity.
Sophomore Noah Hamilton said
that they had to find the weaknesses
within the opposing team’s servers,
and once they found those, they were
able to patch their own weaknesses in
their own servers.
“We’re hacking,” Theien added. “I
guess that’s the best way to put it.”
The competition hosted two brackets with six teams per bracket. All
four of Taylor’s teams placed within

their respective brackets. Taylor Purple took home the first-place spot in
the championship bracket and Taylor
Gold took home third. In the lower
bracket, Taylor Maroon placed second and Taylor Blue took home the
third-place finish. These results were
the same as last year’s placings.
Last year, Taylor’s first year in the
competition, Taylor teams placed
first and third among the competing teams.
Dannie Stanley, assistant professor of computer science and engineering, was first introduced to the
competition last year after meeting
Nathan Backman, a professor at BVU,
and Stanley accepted his invitation
to join.
“Students don’t often get an opportunity to compete against others
using programming skills,” Stanley
said. “Capture the flag is a game that

requires unconventional, creative
and strategic thinking. It is this kind
of battle of wits that draws many to
the field of cybersecurity.”
Stanley’s goal for this event is to
give students the opportunity to
practice offensive hacking skills as
well as defensive hacking maneuvers. (The term “hacker” is used
here in the non-pejorative sense
of the word—“A person who enjoys exploring the details of programmable systems and how to
stretch their capabilities, as opposed to most users, who prefer
to learn only the minimum necessary.”) This competition, while
good fun, presents students with
real life experience.
“If students don’t patch their
own vulnerable software, they
lose. This is how it is in real life.
Students can’t patch a vulnerability until they understand it
well enough to exploit (attack) it,”
Stanley said. “Cybersecurity is a
high-stakes game. This simulation
helps students approximate the
risks associated with developing

non-secure software.”
The computer science department has already made efforts
toward increasing the incorporation of security-related topics into
their core computer science courses with the addition of the class information and security. Stanley is
also planning a second security-related course for spring 2017 and is
working to add this concentration
into the program.
In addition to the other programs and concentrations being
added, there is a new student club
called TrojanSec, created with
help from junior Caleb Dinsmore.
The club, created only weeks ago,
already has 28 members—which
is about 25 percent of the CSE
students. The club seeks to meet
regularly and practice security-related skills.
Stanley hopes the club, new classes and other events like the BVU cybersecurity capture the flag will pique
students’ interests in pursuing cybersecurity jobs.
echo@taylor.edu

Whipple lawsuit resolved
Becca Robb
News Co-Editor

Taylor students compete remotely in a computer hacking competition.

Photograph provided by Dannie Stanley

The lawsuit between Taylor University and Shederick Whipple
was resolved outside of court and
dismissed on April 14. Whipple,
former faculty at Taylor, filed a lawsuit in 2013 on the grounds of civil
rights violations.
The terms of this resolution are
not public. The university declined
to comment on the matter. Whipple’s
contacts also made no comment. Previously, Whipple said he intended to
be reinstated.
Ice Miller, the university’s regular

law firm, addressed an email to Taylor personnel, advising employees
“to refrain from disparaging” Whipple. In this letter, Ice Miller stated that
Whipple or his family members may
request Taylor personnel refrain from
contacting them. It also said that
Taylor personnel may request that
Whipple or his family refrain from
contacting them.
The lawsuit was previously pending summary judgment. More information can be found in “Whipple v.
Taylor University,” The Echo, December 11, 2015, available in the university archives.
echo@taylor.edu
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Through games, sessions and a concert,
Youth Conference hopes to foster spiritual
growth in the students attending.
Rooted together
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Rooted together

Sun & Heir are performing at Youth Conference for the second time.

Youth Conference preview
Gabby Carlson
Contributor

Remaining rooted in its mission to
serve high school students, Youth
Conference has grown into a powerful ministry since it’s inception in
1934. The focus on being “rooted”
stems from Youth Conference’s mission, but there is a double meaning
in the theme.
This year’s co-directors, junior
Emily Viers and senior Cara Mastic, hope to get back to Youth Conference’s roots: teaching the Gospel

and sharing the love of Christ with
high school students.
Along with relationship building
and Scripture engagement, Youth
Conference is focusing on a second theme: showing high school
students what it means to be rooted in Christ.
Youth conference can’t happen
without the help of Taylor students. Even if Taylor students are
not directly involved in housing or
leading a small group, Youth Conference encourages students to
still attend events, including the
free sessions.
“Youth Conference is not only for
the high schoolers,” Viers said. “We

would love to have Taylor students at
any of our main sessions throughout
the weekend.”
On Saturday afternoon, a Backyard
bash is being held on the front lawns
of Olson and Wengatz. Cotton candy
machines and lawn games will be set
up so the nearly 100 high schoolers
can have fun and get to know each
other. Viers hopes Taylor students
will join in and make the attendees
feel welcome.
The headliner for Saturday night’s
concert is Taylor’s own Sun & Heir,
made up of five current Taylor students and alumni. After opening
last year’s Youth Conference concert, they were asked to return this

year as the main event. The show
begins at 9 p.m. and costs $5 for Taylor students.
Jayson French, vice president of
programming at Christ in Youth
ministries, is leading four sessions
centered around rootedness. The
theme verse is Colossians 2:6-7, “So
then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, rooted and built up in
him, strengthened in the faith as
you were taught, and overflowing
with thankfulness.”
Viers remembers French from her
time as a teen. “I grew up going to
Christ in Youth every summer, and
he was one of the speakers that I
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heard,” she said. “He played a huge
role in my walk with Christ, so I
wanted to reach out to him and see
if he’d be willing to speak.”
This weekend is an opportunity
to be rooted with other members
of the Body of Christ. Through
games, sessions and a concert,
Youth Conference hopes to foster spiritual growth in the students attending. Beginning early
this Friday night, students, faculty and the Upland community will
be rooted together, with that mission in mind.
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s
The bi-weekly bachelor and bachelorette
Robbie
Brandkamp

Bianca
Woodstock

“I got hot sauce in
my bag, swag.”

Photograph provided by Robbie Brandkamp

Echograms #TaylorU

“Knock knock.
Who’s there? Bitter
Bianca. Bitter Bianca
who? Bitter Bianca
next train outta here,
partner…”
Photograph provided by Bianca Woodstock

TOP
TWEETS
Shayna @
 shaynadale
You never truly know how many
students go to #Tayloru until it’s
80 degree weather and everyone
is outside.
Lauren Gum @lauren_gum
I love being able to sleep with
my window open, but I can’t say
I love listening to all the DTRs
at midnight outside my window
#tayloru
Katie @KatieDuran
Worms, spring showers bring
worms not flowers #tayloru
Lexi Sinclair @
 LexieSinclair97
“The only person saltier than I am
is Lot’s wife” -@laughingbanAnna
#christianschooljokes #tayloru
Lauren Huffman @laurenhuffman
Be the Grand Trunk on a campus
full of enos #tayloru
Emily Rose Little @
 EmRoseL14
Almost answered the phone w/
“Taylor Swift University, how may
I direct your call?” Aka don’t read
buzzfeed articles at work #taylorU
Sam Moore @SamMooreMusic
Everybodies dating people and
I’m over here reading philosophy
in a gas station and eating Doritos
by myself #tayloru

@audrey_e: Taylor taxi - Eri taxi - Audrey taxi
Get it? #TaylorU

@baleighbugg: Sometimes we go on adventures to Notre
Dame to see Chicago. #tayloru #bestfriend #roadtrip

Abbie Brewer @abrewer01894
Senior week is like “soften the
blow of having to leave everyone
you love in 30 days by petting
a puppy and getting a free shirt”
#tayloru

In Memory
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Brevity and beauty
The challenge of
remembrance

Natalie Nohr
Contributor

Nohr was the reporter for the front
page article, “Taylor community
remembers 2006 van accident.” Here,
she reflects on the experience.

Photograph by Natalie Nohr

The van accident reminds us how brief life is.

As I interviewed the Habeckers, sitting across the hardwood table from
them, my last question hung in the
air: “What would your hopes be for
this memorial week?”
I wanted to put my finger on how
to share this accident with a generation who hadn’t experienced
the tragedy firsthand. I wanted to
understand. I wanted for others
to understand. I leaned forward,
waiting, ready for what President
Eugene Habecker was going to say
next. I saw the president of my university, his wife and the job they
have so ardently thrown themselves into, the office with its books
and paintings and enormous desk,
and their intent, strained faces as
they searched for an answer. My
gaze traveled to President Habecker as I waited.
Then I watched as he began to cry.
They were true, raw tears, shed by a
man broken for those who had been
killed and broken for those who were
suffering loss. In that moment, I saw
a father, hurting, weeping as if they
were his sons and his daughters. I saw
a man who has offered himself up in
service for the people who walk the
sidewalks of this campus, and a woman who has opened her heart to the
lives of these same people.
As tears stung my own eyes and my
vision blurred, President Habecker
began to speak again.
“I hope that (this week will) be a
reminder of the special gift every
student is to this place. Life is important, it’s a gift . . . so make every

single minute count,” President Habecker said. “We have no idea how
much time we have left, so let’s live
life in faithfulness and purpose . . .
because we don’t hold tomorrow—
God does.”
Later that night, I walked to the
prayer chapel. I saw hammocks between trees with people laughing,
swinging back and forth. I saw frisbees and tolf games, Taylor Taxis
and longboards and friends chatting and catching up on their days. I
saw students. I saw people just like
those memorialized on the wall of
the chapel.
As my footsteps echoed on the
brick floor of the prayer chapel, I
stopped in front of five plaques with
five faces representing five lives.
These are five of the Taylor community members whose time on earth
was shorter than anyone dreamed
it would be.
How can I remember people I did
not know?
The words “make every day
count” are worn thin in our minds.
We are numb and calloused to this
idea of time. It ticks by second
by second, word by word as your
eyes cross this page. Time moves
forward, and we continue to receive another day. Each morning,
we wake up and move through our
rhythms. Yet someday we will run
out of time here; someday these
rhythms will cease to go on for us
all. Sometimes, for reasons we do
not understand, time runs out before we are ready.

APRIL 25

MONDAY 10 A.M.
Special Service
REDIGER CHAPEL

APRIL 26

TUESDAY 4:30 P.M.
Annual Service of
Remembrance and
Hope
MEMORIAL PRAYER
CHAPEL

APRIL 27

WEDNESDAY 10 A.M.
Whitney Wheeler,
accident survivor to
speak
REDIGER CHAPEL

April 26, 2006 is a day that can remind us all of the brevity and beauty
of the seconds, minutes, days, weeks,
months and years we have been graciously given; it is a day that, as President Habecker said, can remind us
to live faithfully and purposefully, in
hope. When we remember, we draw
closer—to one another and to our
God—and we realize that we are not
promised more time.
echo@taylor.edu

Comfort in community
Taylor supports
and is supported by
surrounding schools
Becca Robb
News Co-Editor

In times of From providing buses and
offering catering services, schools like
Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU)
and Anderson University offered
comfort to Taylor amid the tragedy.
In addition, Taylor has reached out to
other schools, including Lynn University, Manchester University and WesDel High School, during their own
times of grief.
IWU’s then-president, Jim Barnes,
had been at Marion General Hospital
for another reason when Taylor students began arriving in the emergency room back in 2006. As soon as he
heard about the accident, he gathered
with Taylor students who were waiting and prayed with them.
Alan Miller, IWU’s director of university relations, soon joined Barnes
at the hospital and stayed for two
hours, comforting the students. Miller said he offered to help Director of
Media Relations Jim Garringer while
Taylor’s marketing department was
receiving too many calls for them
to handle.
IWU also shared two 54-passenger
buses, including drivers and fuel, to
transport

students to out-of-town funerals.
“We talk about the two universities
being rivals, but that is only on the
athletic field,” Miller said. “In times
of crisis, we stand together.”
During the time of the accident,
Anderson University supported Taylor by sending its dining staff to cater memorial events. Several of the
van accident victims were dining
employees, so Anderson wanted
to allow other members of Taylor’s
dining staff to attend the week’s
memorial events. Anderson and
Taylor were both Creative Dining
Services clients at the time, which
made it easier for Anderson to share
its services.
Brent Baker, Anderson’s vice president for student affairs, said it
just made sense to help out where
they could.
“It sure seemed like the body of
Christ came together and offered a lot
of compassion and love to one another,” Baker said. “(It was) kind of one of
those awful times that has a level of
beauty as well.”
Not only did other schools
support Taylor during the
tragedy, but
Taylor

community members have also
reached out to other schools in times
of grief.
Lynn University in Boca Raton,
Florida experienced a loss of its own
in 2010, when several community
members perished in the Haiti earthquake. President Eugene Habecker
reached out to Lynn soon after their
tragedy. He continued to support
Gregory Malfitano, Lynn’s senior vice
president for development and

administration, as Lynn’s campus
community processed its grief, according to Jamie D’Aria, Lynn’s public relations manager.
Similar to Taylor’s Memorial Prayer
Chapel, Lynn’s Remembrance Plaza
was built to honor the four students
and two faculty members who lost
their lives in the Haiti earthquake
during a service trip. The building
was completed on March 16, 2012,
according to Lynn’s website.
When three Manchester University students died in an automobile accident on February 21, 2016, Dereck
Kamwesa (’06), coordinator of ethnic and international recruitment,
reached out to and served Manchester during the tragedy.
After hearing about the accident,
Kamwesa gathered the students connected with the victims and drove
to Marion General Hospital. At this
point, they knew there had been casualties, but the hospital had not yet
released the names.
The waiting room filled with
Manchester and Taylor students.
Kamwesa said he was the
only person there in an
		
official capacity to
			
comfort
		
		
the
			

students and communicate with
hospital staff until Manchester’s International Officer arrived later.
Kamwesa said the Manchester accident reminded him of the 2006 van
accident, which occurred during his
senior year. Having been in that same
situation almost 10 years earlier, Kamwesa said he knew what these students were going through and how
unreal it must have seemed to them
when the coroner read the names of
the deceased.
“At that moment, it didn’t matter
whether it was a Taylor student or
a Manchester student (who was involved in the accident). What mattered was to be here with (them),”
Kamwesa said.
When Manchester held its memorial service later that week,
Kamwesa said there weren’t enough
cars to drive all the students to the
funeral home for the viewing. To
help, Kamwesa piled six to seven
Manchester students in a car and
drove them to the funeral home. He
said that driving that car filled with
Manchester students was his way
of supporting them in their difficult situation.
echo@taylor.edu

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Taylor was not alone on the night of the accident. The TU community received help and resources from surrounding universities.

“Before, I was a good Christian girl who would
go to church and went to Christian events,
but I don’t feel like it was real . . . now I feel
like if you took Jesus out of me, you’d be taking
all of me. There wouldn’t be anything left.”
Redefining identity
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Redefining identity
Whitney Wheeler’s
journey to restoration
Gracie Fairfax
Features Editor

Whitney (Cerak) Wheeler (’09) recently returned from youth group,
where she leads a group of fun, easily distracted middle school girls.
Her three kids are now in bed and
the house is quiet. As an army wife
and the mother of three young children under the age of five, life is busy,
but it looks far different than anyone would have expected it to look
10 years ago.
On April 26, 2006, Whitney was
thought to have been killed in a
Taylor University van accident on
I-69—an accident that claimed the
lives of four students and one employee. Following Whitney’s funeral service and burial, information
surfaced that Whitney had been involved in a case of mistaken identity
that gained nationwide attention, as
she had been initially identified as
Laura Van Ryn.
She spent the summer recovering
in the hospital and went home at the
beginning of August, where she began physical therapy. Later that August, her entry back into the Taylor
community posed challenges. After gaining nationwide media attention, Wheeler was recognizable
to students across campus, even to
incoming freshmen she’d never met.
She remained guarded, worried that
people might try to take advantage of
the relationship.
“It was tough socially and mentally,” Whitney said.
Her voice, which she described as
“hardly above a whisper,” made it difficult to participate in larger groups.
Despite the difficulties she faced,
Taylor worked to make her transition
back into college life smooth.
“Taylor was incredible,” Whitney said.
The university lessened her credit
hours and allowed her to take tests
differently, but still considered her full
time. Scott Gaier, director of the Academic Enrichment Center, among
others, was instrumental in her academic success as he helped her with
every test.
At the time, she was still doing therapy in Fort Wayne. Family friends Kathy
and Tim Herrmann drove her back
and forth from therapy many times.

“The accident happening and the
mix-up happening is a turning point
in my life,” Whitney said. “I could have
just lived a typical life or I could have
gone on fire for Christ. I wanted to go
on fire for him and to live my every
minute for him, do whatever I can to
please him . . . not because I feel guilty
or feel that pressure, but I feel like I
truly see now.”
At Taylor, Whitney was a psychology major. Initially she chose
psychology because she thought it
was interesting, but later she had
thoughts of using it for counseling
underprivileged people.
During the summer before her senior year, Whitney went to Kenya for
her psychology practicum. There she
worked with street children, alongside her sister, who had lived there for
a couple of years.
“It just felt right to me,” Whitney
said concerning her practicum and
decision to study psychology. “I like
to be around people. I like to talk to
people. And so I knew that’s what I
wanted to do.”
Following graduation, Whitney returned to Kenya with her sister for a
year to work with street people. It was
the first time she remembers truly
seeing poverty. The impact that first
experience had on her inspired her to
return a second time.
“There was the genuine love of the
people. I loved them. They loved me.
It felt very genuine,” Whitney said.
“But then just seeing the need of all
of them and how they literally had
nothing . . . but they still had a smile
on their face.”
In 2010, following her year in Kenya,
she married Matt Wheeler, a graduate
of Olivet Nazarene University.
Matt and Whitney were in the same
sixth-grade class together.
“Actually, we didn’t date at all
through high school, but we were
neighbors and best friends,” Whitney said. “We started dating when
we went to college.”
She was ready to get married in
2010, but navigating the relationship following the accident had its
struggles.
Matt and Whitney’s sister, Carly,
both worked at SpringHill during the
summer following the accident and
drove down every weekend to spend
time with her.
“And then school came and I definitely gave him too much time when
I needed to focus more on school

and being social,” Whitney said.
“I had a lot of figuring out to do
and figuring out again who I was,
instead of just Matt’s girlfriend. I
needed space. I needed to figure
out things.”
There was a lot of pressure, at
the time, to marry Matt because
he had been with her through an
incredibly difficult and significant
time in her life. He even spoke at
her funeral.
Despite the pressure that came
with figuring out her identity following the accident, Whitney described
Matt as loyal. He had known her
since middle school, was by her side
during the accident and is someone
she doesn’t have to explain what she’s
been through to.
“Even now, even 10 years later, if I go
through emotions or something coming up from the accident, he knows
what’s going on,” Whitney said. “I
don’t have to explain things to him
from my past. He knows what’s going on.”
Matt, who is in the army, was deployed a month after they moved to
Kentucky as newlyweds. Nine months
later, he returned, and less than a
year later, their first child, Zachary,
was born.
A month after becoming a father,
Matt was unexpectedly deployed
again.
“It was really hard. That deployment came out of nowhere and
it shocked everyone. . . . I think I
didn’t have enough confidence in
myself,” Whitney said. “I had just
turned 25 and then I had two dogs
and then I had a baby and my husband (was) leaving . . . I don’t think
I had a lot of confidence in being

a mom. It was very new and very
scary to me.”
She moved to her hometown, Gaylord, Michigan, for nine months to be
with her family. Since the couple grew
up together, Matt’s family was right
down the street.
Through this time, she learned the
importance of the source of her joy.
“I learned that my joy did not come
from people, but came from Christ
and Christ alone,” Whitney said.
“When he was deployed, I had no joy
. . . . I needed to fix that.”
Whitney and Matt now have three
children, Zachary, 4, Rebecca, 2, and
Samantha, 1.
She describes Zach, who just
started pre-school, as being just like
her husband.
“He’s a lot bolder than a lot of 4-year
-olds,” Whitney said. “He walked over
to our neighbor’s house who just
moved in a week ago, introduced
himself and started playing with
their boys.”
Her second child, Rebecca, she describes as “so funny, very caring and
just the sweetest.” Samantha, who
is one, is “the most laid-back, but
most dramatic girl I’ve ever seen.
She laughs and smiles at us,” Whitney said.
There were times when Whitney
felt stressed because she wasn’t working, but when a friend asked her what
she’d rather be doing, she couldn’t
give an answer.
After the accident, her faith radically changed and affects the way she
lives today.
“It’s so different. It’s real and it’s
deep now,” Whitney said. “Before, I
was a good Christian girl who would
go to church and went to Christian

events, but I don’t feel like it was real
. . . now I feel like if you took Jesus out
of me, you’d be taking all of me. There
wouldn’t be anything left.”
She loves to tell her kids about Jesus and incorporate ministry into
the everyday lives of her family. She
and her family visit a nearby neighborhood of government housing at
least once a week to play with the
kids, teach a lesson and eat popsicles together. In the past, they also
put on a night church in the same
neighborhood.
On Wednesday nights, she volunteers with the youth group while
her children attend AWANA, a children’s Bible school. They love to talk
to their neighbors about Christ and
pray for people’s healing.
Whitney is currently embracing life
as a mother and is still figuring out
what it looks like to talk to her children about the accident.
Her son was somewhat familiar
with the accident, but when he saw
his mom in the Taylor magazine, he
asked about it.
“It’s weird to have to explain it to
him. . . . It’s weird to me that it still
comes up,” Whitney said. “It’s just
encouraging to see how the Lord
is using the accident now, even 10
years later.”
Some may see the accident as her
entire identity. Looking back, although she considers the accident
a turning point in her walk with the
Lord, she does not find her identity in what happened to her, but in
Christ.
“I feel like a lot of it is the start of
my story,” Whitney said. “It’s not me,
it’s just the start.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Ten years after the accident, Whitney is supported by her faith and her family.
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The Memorial Prayer Chapel was built in rememberance of those lost.

Taylor professors and faculty mourned the loss of five Taylor community members.
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“The recital means everything to me. I’ve
always loved singing for people and sharing
the talent God gave me. This is what I’ve
always wanted: to perform for others.”
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Earthquake disrupts Ecuador

Taylor students share in
distress for their country
Julia Camara
Contributor

Photograph provided by Douglas Fernandes

Provinces throughout Ecuador have been affected by the earthquake.

Jerusalem bus bombing
agency Shin Bet remarked that the
bus
frames were still intact, which
No terrorists groups have
shows
that the payload was lower
claimed the attack
than that used in the Intifadas.
Joseph Johns
There have not been any confirmed
casualties in this incident, although
Staff Writer
21 people were injured, with two in
On Monday night, for the first time critical condition, according to the
since 2011, a bus bombing occurred Jerusalem Post.
Benjamin Netanyahu, the Israeli
in Jerusalem. The attack took place
in an isolated area in the south of the prime minister, condemned the atcity, according to The Daily Mail. Bus tack and promised to “settle accounts
bombings often occurred during the with these terrorists.”
Palestinian Intifada, or uprising, of the
This explosion came right after Neearly 2000s, but have been rare since. tanyahu declared that terrorism has
Israel has seen an increased level of vi- been declining in Israel due to his “aggressive, responsible and systematic
olence since October of last year.
The Israeli domestic security policy” regarding national security.

A massive earthquake shook the
shores and cities of Ecuador on Saturday, tearing up motorways, destroying homes and leaving the
entire country in a debilitated
state. The New York Times said the
7.8-magnitude earthquake is the
worst Ecuador has seen in decades,
killing at least 570 people and injuring thousands.
Taylor’s study abroad program in
Cuenca, Ecuador, where TU students
are currently studying, is home to
many host families. No Taylor students have been harmed by the earthquake, and Cuenca was not severely
impacted by the disaster.
Taylor’s small population of Ecuadorians long to be home supporting
their country.

Junior Ruben Bedon is thankful to
God that his family was not affected by the quake; however, he said
an alumni from his high school was
killed in the destruction.
“I don’t know him exactly, but it is
still sad,” Bedon said.
Freshman Pato Borja said when he
heard the news, his heart went out to
the people of Ecuador. Other hearts
ache as well, such as sophomore Celeste Pauta’s.
“None of my family or friends have
been impacted . . . I can’t imagine being here and the people I love suffering. I know that God has control, but
I just wish I can be there to support
them,” Pauta said.
Bedon said that he feels powerless
as his country needs him right now
to be serving and helping it recover.
Ecuadorian students all over campus
feel a similar helplessness and frustration over residing in the U.S. while
their people are struggling to survive
in the aftermath.

Most Ecuadorian Taylor students
and their families were not directly
impacted by the quake as the worsthit areas are on the coast.
At this point, many in Ecuador remain homeless and without clean
food or water. Bedon explained that
several people impacted by the quake
have not left their half-destroyed
houses because they fear people will
steal their furniture.
One positive thing Bedon has seen
as a result of the earthquake is the
love and willingness of the whole
country to stand up again.
“It is so amazing,” Bedon said.
“People are sending food, water,
clothes and many other products
that are valuable for the people
without it.”
Bedon believes the government
of Ecuador is committed to helping and supporting those touched
by the devastating impact of the
earthquake.
echo@taylor.edu

No one has yet claimed direct responsibility for the attack. The Palestinian Territory group Hamas, which
is considered a terrorist organization
by the U.S. and Israel, commented after the bombings that this was a “natural reaction to Israeli crimes.”

“This explosion came right
after Netanyahu declared
that terrorism has been
declining in Israel.”
The BBC reported that the Israeli bomb disposal experts think the
bomb was set off in the back of the
first bus, which caused fire to spread
to a private car and another bus directly behind the initially affected bus.
echo@taylor.edu
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Citizens survive bus bombing in Jerusalem.

Composing final memories
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Seniors Becca Jackson (left) and Chavandra Clark (right) put the final touches on their senior recitals this week.

Three music senior
recitals this weekend
Grace Hooley
Contributor

After years of classes, practices and
critiques, seniors will show an audience the beauty of hard work in the
Taylor music department.
Four seniors will perform in the recital hall this weekend. Each performance will include different types of
music that these seniors have perfected during their time at Taylor.
From saxophone and viola to Italian
compositions and electronic pieces
with dancers, these performers have
pulled out all the stops for their final recitals.
“This recital gives me a chance to
share the music that I love so well

with friends, family and fellow Taylor students. It also has given me
something to work towards during
my last semester here,” senior Emily
Brokaw said.
Brokaw, along with senior Melissa
Schleicher, crafted the performance
that will take place tomorrow at 7:30
p.m. Schleicher will graduate with a
bachelor of arts degree in music; Brokaw will graduate with a degree in history and a minor in music. Schleicher
found out in January that her original
partner had chosen to wait to do her
recital until the fall. With only half a
recital planned, professors Chris
Bade and Al Harrison approached
Brokaw and asked her to help create
this recital alongside Schleicher.
“I was eager to play alongside Melissa and we were able to find a joint
piece to play together. I love playing,

and this gives me a chance to share
with others the wonderful music I’ve
been studying,” Brokaw said.
Schleicher plays the viola while
Brokaw plays the alto and soprano
saxophones. Their recital will consist of pieces from various styles and
eras, such as baroque pieces on viola, 20th century concertos on alto
saxophone and a 20th century viola
and soprano saxophone duet. The
concert will run approximately an
hour long with a reception afterward.
Schleicher and Brokaw met once a
week with their professors to develop their pieces.
“Although no recital is required for
minors, this is an opportunity for me
. . . to learn more about the process of
running a recital,” Brokaw said.
Becca Jackson’s performance will
take place on Sunday at 3 p.m. Jackson

Photographs by Shannon Smagala

Seniors Melissa Schleicher (top) and Emily Brokaw (bottom)
work together to perfect their performance.

will graduate with a bachelor of music degree in music composition, and
she has written everything that will
be performed. There are six pieces
in total consisting of electronic and
woodwind pieces. One song even features dancers.
According to Jackson, this is the
first time a music recital has incorporated dance at Taylor.
To prepare, Jackson had a lesson every week with her composition professor, who advised her on what to
change or add.
On Sunday at 7 p.m., Chavandra
Clark will be performing songs in
Italian, German, French and English.
Clark will receive a bachelor of music
degree with her voice as her instrument. She will have an accompanist
playing the piano, and the recital will
run about thirty minutes long.

She says that Taylor has helped her
grow vocally. “The recital means everything to me. I’ve always loved singing for people and sharing the talent
God gave me. This is what I’ve always wanted: to perform for others,”
Clark said.
The four seniors have been working
on many of these pieces since junior
year, a few even earlier. This weekend, every lesson they’ve had and
technique they’ve learned will play a
part in their recital, their final performance before a Taylor audience.
“It’s not just my effort that is going into this,” Jackson said. “I have
a lot of people who have worked so
hard to do this for me, and they are
not getting anything from this. I really, really appreciate everything they
have done.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Knocking heads over football
But when we only see missions with the
finish line at the end of the world, we do a
disservice to those next door.

A missions trip...to Upland?
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Football offers more
than just head trauma

is higher than it has ever been, dark
clouds are gathering on the horizon
for the sport.
Wilson Alexander
Recent scientific discoveries have
shed light on the harm the game
Contributor
does to players because of repetiThe game of football is at a crossroads. tive head trauma and concussions.
Another NFL season is in the books, These have been linked to long-term
and although Super Bowl 50 is like- cognitive damage and chronic trauly to be the most-watched TV event matic encephalopathy (CTE), a deof the year and the League’s revenue generative brain disease. The NFL’s

Photograph by Chris Yingling

Football players are at risk for CTE from repeated head trauma.

ignorance of these issues, highlighted in the movie “Concussion” and
the book “League of Denial,” has only
exacerbated this issue.
These revelations about the game
and the NFL have played an undoubtedly big role in the decreased youth
participation in football. President
Obama has admitted that if he had
a son, he might not let him play the
sport. However, I don’t think that any
of the problems facing football today necessarily mean that the game
should go away.
Before going any further, I must
give a disclaimer. I am biased on
this issue; I have played football my
whole life, I am on the team here at
Taylor and I love the game. I have
experienced everything that is good
about it and I have no doubt that
I am a better person because I’ve
played football.
The concussion problem facing the
game is real, but it needs to be separated from the way in which the NFL
has dealt with it. People often project
the NFL’s faults onto the entire sport
and criticize the latter when most
of the problems are with the former.
Many of the former NFL players with
CTE played the game for decades
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It’s simple to write off mission work
in America as a lesser need, considering our standard of living compared
to other cultures. But does it excuse
our inattention?
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the rates of volunteer
work have been declining for about
a decade in almost every major demographic. There are a number of
variables that could account for this,
including population size, non-profit company classification changes or
volunteer activity focus within an organization. No matter the cause, it’s
no secret that the need for local missions is on the rise.

Before this turns into a hyperbolic attack on other forms of mission
work, let me go on record as saying
that getting a bachelor’s degree and
helping solve poverty on a corporate
or global level is laudable. Also, failing to volunteer doesn’t immediately
make someone “pro-poverty.” I don’t
imagine anyone is. If we as the church
want to see others grow in maturity
towards Christ, linking locally and
globally through transformative worship is our mission. But when we only
see missions with the finish line at the
end of the world, we do a disservice
to those next door.
Alan Briggs argues that it isn’t
enough to pick and choose the neighbors we love. Loving our neighbors involves all those who have been placed
around us. It’s not only important, but
also mutually beneficial for many reasons. No, it might not give us a lot of

Called to conflict

When the church disagrees
with God’s calling

other Christians to accept us. Sometimes God calls us to do things other
Christians don’t understand, and we
G. Connor Salter
feel cut off from the church.
As a fiction writer, I’ve learned a litContributor
tle bit about what this feels like. My big
We all know we’ll struggle in this life. passion is writing science fiction and
If you’ve grown up in Christian cir- fantasy, and my faith influences my stocles, you probably know this very well. ries, but not explicitly—my themes are
The church probably taught you Bi- Christian, but my characters are usualble verses about how God promises ly not. Unfortunately, this kind of writto be with us in hard times. The sad ing is not accepted by many Christians.
thing is that sometimes the church
By and large, American Protestants
is where we struggle. Sometimes our have said you can’t be a good Chrisbiggest difficulty is simply getting tian writer or artist unless your work
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God has been calling his people to go against popular opinion for millennia.
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during a time when head injuries
weren’t taken as seriously as they are
now. To criticize college, high school
or even youth football for a problem
that is (in my opinion) confined to the
NFL is unfair.
CTE and concussions are very serious and have exposed some flaws in
the game, but judgment should be
suspended concerning their longterm effects on both the individuals
who suffer from them and football
itself. The science behind their link
to the sport is still young. Treatments need time to develop, and
new rules that make the game safer need to take effect.
In the midst of all of the hysteria
over the potential harm the game
can cause, we must not lose sight of
the good that the sport has to offer.
Football has helped many boys grow
up by teaching character, resiliency,
courage and a number of other life
lessons in a way that is impossible to
replicate in a classroom. Football is
also beautiful, a fact that most casual observers often fail to appreciate.
Playing the game takes a rare combination of brains and brawn, incorporating elements reminiscent
of a chess match, ballet recital and

MMA fight. Each autumn, the men
on the gridiron amaze us with their
breathtaking feats of speed, power
and intelligence.
As the sport of football has become
increasingly polarized, two different
perspectives have emerged. One side
calls for the immediate destruction
of the game, exaggerating its dangers
and understating its benefits. The
other side overcorrects, and, blinded
by its love of the game, ignores football’s problems.
Football is neither as bad as its
harshest critics claim nor as good
as its most passionate proponents
assert; the truth is somewhere in
the middle. While the game can be
appreciated (and does have a lot
to offer), its downsides need to be
recognized and addressed. We need
to acknowledge the complexity of
the game and the controversy surrounding it. Instead of rushing to
extreme positions, we should work
to make it safer. This situation requires a nuanced approach that is
lacking in the current debate over
the game. It’s more complex than
the extremes, but it is the most accurate, honest and productive way
of looking at the situation.

material gains or praise, but that’s
never been promised to us. Briggs reminds us that “ministering with Jesus
is a descent into humility, not an ascent into influence.”
One way local missions can help is
as a direct application and visible representation of our faith helping others. It’s not enough to just do work;
we must embody Christ’s character
while working. It keeps us accountable to our communities.
Another benefit of local missions
is in its name: it’s local! Once again,
mission trips are absolutely necessary, but they take a lot of thorough preparation. Being rooted in
Upland’s community gives us the
opportunity to wake up a stone’s
throw from worthy causes. It also
spreads to those around us. Part of
the reason I chose to go to Taylor
was its opportunities for local missions. Not every college focuses on
it, and it definitely stands out when
we’re involved.

Despite the stigma, missions aren’t just a way to beef up your résumé. Statistically, adults do most
volunteer work. We live in a time
when millennials, both in and out
of college, are often viewed as lazy
and setting their futures up to prolong their adolescence. Wouldn’t it
be great for our university to stand
out from those statistics?
Lastly, missions are good for the
community. Whether this means
construction in Marion, helping in
the kitchen at St. Martin’s or mentoring youth at the Red Barn, at the end
of the day, it’s beneficial to someone.
Most of the time, that “someone” becomes a friendly face and this gives a
new story to the towns we live near
for these four years.
Living in a community can be one of
the most influential and joyful experiences of our lives. The false perception
that there aren’t groups around us that
we can benefit is just that: false.
echo@taylor.edu

is brutally, obviously Christian. Skye
Jethani discusses this in his book “Futureville,” and researcher David Kinnaman also mentions it in “You Lost
Me.” Christian artists who use their gifts
in mainstream culture tend to be criticized, even condemned, for it.
For several years, I chose to be angry and bitter about this. I couldn’t understand why God gave me a gift other
Christians didn’t respect. Then this past
year I realized something: God sometimes calls us to do things other Christians don’t agree with.
I know that sounds weird. Some of
you may be thinking, “Doesn’t the Bible say we should be unified?” Well, yes
and no. We are certainly called to follow
Scripture (Psalm 119:9) and we should
have godly people around to guide us
(Proverbs 15:22). We should also get
along with other Christians as best we
can (Ephesians 4:2).
But the Bible doesn’t say God always calls us to do things everyone
agrees with. In fact, some Biblical stories and modern-day examples show
the opposite.
In Jeremiah 38, an invading army
threatens Israel and the prophet Jeremiah gives the Israelites a message
from God: they must surrender. The
Israelites throw Jeremiah in an empty
well for being unpatriotic.
In Acts 10–11, God tells Peter to forget
his prejudice against non-Jews and go
preach at a Roman soldier’s home. Peter does what God tells him, and the
church in Jerusalem responds by convening a heresy trial.
In 1956, a man named Loren Cunningham felt God calling him to send

young people out as missionaries to
every continent. He became a minister, started an organization called
Youth With A Mission (YWAM), and began sending young missionaries out all
across the world. Everything seemed to
be going great until one day the head of
his denomination told Cunningham he
had to either make YWAM smaller and
exclusive to their denomination, or resign as minister.
God’s ways, it turns out, aren’t always
the church’s ways.
So where does that leave us? I have
two strategies for dealing with being
“unacceptable.”
First, I view it is as an opportunity—
many Christians won’t approve of my
work, and I will almost certainly get
criticized for it. So I must seek God’s
approval first and rely on his strength
to keep being who he has called me to
be. This forces me to grow spiritually in
ways I wouldn’t otherwise.
Second, I try to love those who disagree with me. I could get angry at
other Christians for not seeing my
perspective. It would even feel good
to do so. But it wouldn’t be loving as
Jesus loved—it would be loving as the
Pharisees loved. The Pharisees favored
anyone who agreed with them; Jesus
went out to people who definitely didn’t
agree with him and loved them anyway.
Neither of these things is easy to do.
But I believe if God calls you to do something that is difficult and unpopular, he
will give you strength to do it. We will
pass through rough waters in this life,
but God keeps them from sweeping over
us; we will walk through fire, but we will
not be burned (Isaiah 43:2).

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
liz_syson@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“Everyone performed well. We had a number of
personal bests from athletes. I think the morale of
the team is really high right now.”
Trojans perform big at Indiana Little State
Championships
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Love(lace) kills PREVIEW
Softball has new alltime hits queen

getting on base with a
Briley Spencer brought in
Allison with a RBI single.
double. The hit tied the
Following
a Saint Francis
Taylor all-time hits
pitching
change,
freshman
Eric Andrews
record of 219.
outfielder
Justice
CarmiRobbins brought
Contributor
chael
singled
to
bring
in Lovelace on the
in
Spencer.
Taylor softball has a new all-time next at-bat on a
		
After another
hits leader.
single, giving the
pitching
change,
Lovelace
Junior outfielder Alex Love- Trojans an early
		
capitalized
on a
lace eclipsed 2014 graduate Emi- 1–0 lead. The
		
Saint
Francis
ly Tweedy’s all-time hits record on run gave
		
fielding error,
Wednesday, as the Trojans split a Lovelace the
			
scoring
doubleheader against Saint Francis. 141st of her
			Carmichael
Lovelace started off the day for career,
			
as a
the Trojans by reaching base on the breaking
first at-bat of the game because of a
Saint Francis fielding error. Junior
second baseman Anna Gunderson
walked and junior catcher Lauren
Ehle laid down a sacrifice bunt to
advance Lovelace and Gunderson.
Senior pitcher Ashley Miller singled to bring home both runners, the Taylor
giving the Trojans an early 2–0 all-time record
result. Robbins then
lead. Lovelace’s run tied the all- for runs scored.
		
doubled to bring
time runs scored record of 140, preAs in game
		
home
Lovelace, her
viously held by Tweedy as well.
one, the Cougars
		
fourth
run of the
Miller allowed four combined responded, plating
		
day,
bringing
her
runs in the second and third in- three runs through
		
runs
scored
total
nings, putting the Trojans in a 4–2 four innings,
		
to 143. The run
hole heading into the fourth inning. holding a 3–1
		
capped
an eightThe Trojans cut the deficit to one lead heading into
		
run
inning
for the
run in the fourth inning when Gun- the fifth inning.
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Trojans perform big at Indiana
Little State Championships

Six Trojans qualify
for Nationals

Connor Rowland
Contributor

The Taylor men’s and women’s track
and field teams sported impressive
performances across the board at the
Indiana Little State meet hosted by Indiana Wesleyan this past weekend, finishing eighth and third, respectively.
From the men’s side, freshman Sam
Lacher dominated in the 400-meter
dash to highlight the day for the Trojans. Lacher recorded a personal best
with a mark of 48.23 seconds, automatically qualifying for the Outdoor
National Championships.
The upperclassmen continued
their recent hot streak. Senior Brandan Wilchcombe finished third in
the 110-meter hurdles with a time of
14.53 seconds. Senior Noah Clayton
finished third in the 400-meter dash
with a season-best time of 55.93 seconds. Junior Matt Hall received the
highest ranking from the purple and
gold squad, finishing second in the
5,000-meter run with a time of 15:13.76.
Several late-season nagging injuries have decimated a talented Trojan
bunch. However, the men’s track and

field team has their eyes set on the
long run with the Crossroads League
Championships looming. Taylor finished second among Crossroads
League foes within the meet, tallying 53 total points and trailing only
Indiana Wesleyan (95).
“We have a very strong team with
a lot of talent in many areas,” Lacher said. “Some injuries have gotten in
the way, but when we are all healthy
and firing on all cylinders, we could
be tough to beat.”
From the women’s side, the Trojans
earned 107 points to claim third place.
Senior Haley White hit an all-time
career high in the javelin throw, automatically qualifying for the Outdoor National Championships next month with
a meet-winning toss of 40.62 meters.
“After I threw my (personal record),
my team just erupted around the track
so it was really cool to see that support,”
White said. “I’ve been working at this
for four years and to hit a (personal
record) in my senior year was so cool!”
A slew of Trojans tallied on impressive performances throughout the
meet. Freshman Plenseh-Tay Sakeuh
earned herself a place in the record
books, setting a new school record in
the 100-meter hurdles with a time of
14.37 seconds.
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Freshman Margie Crosby also clinched
a place in the Taylor record book, racing
to a second place finish in the 800-meter run with a time of 2:18.63. Crosby’s
run placed her fifth in Taylor history.
The freshman class proved to be
pivotal in the match with three athletes collecting several key points
for the Trojans. Freshman Rachel
Blagg clocked a personal record
time of 4:44.78 in the 1,500-meter run.
Freshmen Julianne Exner and Miriam Wood, both triple jump athletes,
claimed second and fourth, respectively. Senior Anissa Richards added
another automatic qualifier for the
squad in the marathon on Saturday.
Both squads earned several automatic qualifiers for the upcoming
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Baseball

Bowser also had high praise for
Lovelace, noting her work ethic Schedule
4/23 Indiana Wesleyan (DH) (A) 5:00 P.M.
4/26 Saint Francis (DH) (A) 2:00 P.M.
and versatility as her strengths.
Grace (DH) 5:00 P.M.
“She is one of our hardest workers 4/28
_______________________________________
in the cage. She stays late, comes
early and finds ways to get more Men’s Golf
work in so she is prepared when
she gets into game situations,” Schedule
4/22 Huntington Invitational (N) 12:00 P.M.
Bowser said. “She is a smart hitter. 4/23 Huntington Invitational (N) 9:00 A.M.
She can do anything—slap, bunt, _______________________________________
hit line drives and hit for power. Men’s Tennis
She is able to take what the deSchedule
fense gives her.”
Grace (N) 5:00 P.M.
Lovelace cites previous coaches 4/22
4/23 IU Southeast (N) 9:00 A.M.
and batting instructors as the rea- 4/23 Indiana Wesleyan (A) 2:00 P.M.
sons her approach at the plate is at _______________________________________
the level it is today.

Men’s Track & Field

Schedule
“She is one of our
4/23 Manchester Invitational (A) 11:00 A.M.
4/28 Crossroads League Championships (A) 2:00 P.M.
hardest workers in _______________________________________
the cage. She stays Softball
Schedule
late, comes early
4/22 Huntington (DH) (A) 3:00 P.M.
Saint Francis (DH) 11:00 A.M.
4/26 Bethel (DH) 5:00 P.M.
and finds ways to 4/23
4/27 Grace (DH) 4:00 P.M.
_______________________________________
get more work in
so she is prepared Women’s Golf
when she gets into Schedule
4/25 Crossroads League Championship (N) 8:00 A.M.
4/26 Crossroads League Championship (N) 8:00 A.M.
game situations.” _______________________________________

Women’s Track & Field

T h e t e a m m a t e s t h a t h av e
helped her along the way at Tay- Schedule
Manchester Invitational (A) 11:00 A.M.
lor, as well as strong mentoring 4/23
4/28 Crossroads League Championships (A) 2:00 P.M.
from Bowser, are why Lovelace
feels she has been successful for
the Trojans. Lovelace also acknowledges that, while setting
the record is exciting, it has also
helped build her confidence on
the field, an attribute she feels is
among her strongest.
“It’s exciting to break a record like
this,” Lovelace said. “But more than
anything, it will just give me the
confidence and drive to keep doing what I’ve been doing and getting better each day.”
The Trojans return to action this
afternoon, as they travel to Huntington to take on the Foresters
in a doubleheader. First pitch is
scheduled for 3 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
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Outdoor Nationals. With the conference meet in two weeks, the Trojans
seek to get healthy and ultimately win
the Crossroads League title.
“I would say (we had) a really good
meet this past weekend,” said head

coach David Neville. “Everyone performed well. We had a number of
personal bests from athletes. I think
the morale of the team is really high
right now.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Senior Brandan Wilchcombe earned a third-place finish in the 110-meter hurdles
with a time of 14.53 seconds at the Indiana Little State Championships.

Athlete of the Week

Alex Lovelace
Year

Junior

Hometown

Greenwood, Indiana

Position

Center field

Favorite quote

“We won’t be distracted by comparison if
we’re captivated with purpose.”–Bob Goff

Funniest teammate

Hannah Robbins

Pump-up song

“Work from Home” by Fifth Harmony

Key stat

Taylor softball’s all-time hits (220) and runs
scored (143) record holder
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